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TRULY UNIQUE. TRULY BEAUTIFUL. TRULY AMAZING. 


Grand Superior LARSMONT 
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LODGE 


For over 40 years, Commonwealth Properties has created places to house extraordinary—and simple— 
moments. Our places have witnessed a million conversations, reconnections, revelries, and renewals. 


We didn't build these spaces. We are devoted stewards of their legacies, ensuring that these places 
are around to hold your story and the stories of those who come after you. 


Congratulations, Mark & Michael, we're truly honored to be a part of your story. 
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This is a unique Destination Wedding Resort of 
magnificent surroundings in the middle of the 
Brainerd Lakes area. We provide an easy and relax- 
ing experience for you, and offer exceptional ser- 
vice for a stress free, perfect three to four day ex- 
perience. Our on-site Retreat Lodge will house up 


to twenty-five members of the Wedding Party or 
families. Our Event Center has everything you will 
need for your wedding. One visit to our gorgeous 
facility and we know you'll fall in love. 
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Ifthere's one thing to take away from this wedding issue, it's 
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Getting your taxes done ізгі! enough ~ you need 
your taxes done right. That's where we come In. 
Our tex pros are standing by to get you every 
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s provided a safe space to-experience 
dynamic worship, community involvement; 
and a welcoming spiritüal community. 


Like us 


facebook.com/LavenderMagazine 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Our Way 


Though Im turning 40 next month and I've yet to marry, this is the 
12th wedding issue I've produced. In a matter of no time, I could pretty 
much throw together a March Madness bracket's worth of wedding ven- 
dor dream teams for your special day, depending on what you're look- 
ing for, where, and when. Or two brackets. Or three. We have so many 
talented vendors and unique venues that it's a snap to come up with a 
whole lot of people and businesses to make your wedding exactly what 
you want it to be, done your way. 

When I became editor of Lavender in 2011, we reorganized the web- 
site and magazine with new categories. Things became more person- 
al by putting “Our” in front of the various sections. “Our Lives," “Our 
Scene,” “Our Causes," “Our Homes,” and so many other ways to indicate 
that we're in this together. This community has a membership full of peo- 
ple that are accountable to each other due to shared circumstances and 
experiences. And, as a community that's moved from the fringe to the 
center with the legalization of same-sex marriage, it's a community that 
has always celebrated our weddings “оиг way." There were no examples 
out there for same-sex weddings. The pioneers who married each other 
before it was legal (or when it was legal in only certain states) did so with 
opposite-sex weddings as the standard, but really did it their own way as 


trailblazers. They gave us templates to use for weddings ever since, as 
do the people in these pages. 

Such lovely people, such lovely weddings. And they did it their own 
way too. To give you a few things to think about, we've got E.B. Boatner 
considering whether or not to marry as an older person in 2017, Shane 
Lueck reporting on what's trendy for wedding aisle fashion this year, 
and Kassidy Tarala telling us all about how to design your own wedding 
jewelry with Stephen Vincent Design Studio as well as giving plenty of 
options for venues, new and old. 

Then, the weddings. Your weddings. Our weddings. The stories, the 
pictures, the love. Michael and Joel threw a big ol' brunch for everyone. 
Tracy and Kristy had an official ceremony, a baby, and a celebration a 
year later. They did it their way. 

Finally, be sure to see the Real Weddings that round out each wed- 
ding issue. Go online for additional pictures that didn't fit into the print 
version and enjoy seeing the ceremonies, celebrations, and people who 
are still considered trailblazers in my book. 

With you and with love, 

Andy ш 
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What is TRUVADA for PrEP (Pre-exposure Prophylaxis)? 


TRUVADA is a prescription medicine that can be used for PrEP to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection when used together with safer 
sex practices. This use is only for adults who are at high risk of getting 
HIV-1 through sex. This includes HIV-negative men who have sex with 
men and who are at high risk of getting infected with HIV-1 through sex, 
and male-female sex partners when one partner has HIV-1 infection 
and the other does not. 

Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to 
prevent getting HIV-1. Always practice safer sex and use condoms 

to lower the chance of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse 

or share needles or other items that have body fluids on them. 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 


IWhatis the most important information | should know 
about TRUVADA for PrEP? 


Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting 

HIV-1 infection: 

$ You must be HIV-negative. You must get tested to make sure that 
you do not already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for 
PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to 
be HIV-negative. 

* Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection іп a person who has 
recently become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, you could 
have recently become infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you had a flu-like illness within the last month before starting 
TRUVADA for PrEP or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or 
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night 
sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck or groin. 


While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce your risk of getting 
HIV-1 infection: 
* You must continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA 
for PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 
% You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
* To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1: 
* Know your HIV-1 status and the HIV-1 status of your partners. 
* Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare 
provider tells you. 
* Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections 
make it easier for HIV-1 to infect you. 
* Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior. 
* Have fewer sex partners. 
* Donot miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase 
your risk of getting HIV-1 infection. 
* If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider 
right away. 
© If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than 
TRUVADA alone to treat HIV-1. T RUVADA by itself is not a complete 


treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your 
HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time. 


TRUVADA can cause serious side effects: 


* Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a 
serious medical emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis include 
weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being 
short of breath orfast breathing, nausea, ‘vomiting, stomach-area 
pain, cold or blue hands and feet, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or 
fast or abnormal heartbeats. 

* Serious liver problems. Your liver may become large and tender, 
and you may develop fat in your liver. Symptoms of liver problems 
include your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several 
days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach-area pain. 


* You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been 
taking TRUVADA for a long time. In some cases, these serious 
conditions have led to death. Call your healthcare provider right away 
if you have any symptoms of these conditions. 


$ Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and 
take TRUVADA, your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking 
TRUVADA. Do not stop taking TRUVADA without first talking to your 
healthcare provider. If your healthcare provider tells you to stop taking 
TRUVADA, they will need to watch you closely for several months to 
monitor your health. TRUVADA is not approved for the treatment of HBV. 


IWho should not take TRUVADA for PrEP? 
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you already have 

HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HİV-1 status. 

If you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other 

medicines with TRUVADA to treat HIV-1. 

TRUVADA by itself is not a complete 

treatment for НМА. If you have HIV-1 @ 

and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may 

become harder to treat over time. 

Do пої take TRUVADA for PrEP if you also take 

lamivudine (Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA). 

IWhat are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP? 

Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include: 

* Kidney кош , including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider 
may do blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment 
with TRUVADA for PrEP. If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare 
provider may tell you to stop taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

$ Boneproblems, including bone pain or bones getting soft or thin, may lead 
tofractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

* Changes in body fat, which can happen in people taking TRUVADA or 
medicines like TRUVADA. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach- 

area (abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare 

provider if you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away. 
IWhat should | tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP? 


$ All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you 
have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis 
virus infection. 


© Ifyou are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while 
taking TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if 
you should keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Pregnancy Registry: A pregnancy registry collects information about 
your health and the health of your baby. There is a pregnancy registry 
for women who take medicines to prevent HIV-1 during pregnancy. 
For more information about the registry and how it works, talk to your 
healthcare provider. 

© If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. The medicines in TRUVADA can pass to your baby in 
breast milk. If you become HIV-1 positive, HIV-1 can be passed to the 
baby in breast milk. 

© Allthe medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact 
with other medicines. Keep alist of all your medicines and show itto your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 

© If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA for PrEP, your 
healthcare provider may need to check you more often or change your 
dose. These medicines include ledipasvir with sofosbuvir (HARVONI). 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs 
to the FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page. 


Have you heard about 
TRUVADA for PrEP"? 


The once-daily prescription medicine that can help reduce 
the risk of getting HIV-1 when used with safer sex practices. 


* TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of 
getting HIV through sex. 


* You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 


Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if 
TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you. 
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visit start.truvada.com ОШ ҮЙ ЇЙ e 
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Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of getting 

HIV-1 infection: 

* You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do 
not already have HIV-1 infection. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce 
the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confirmed to be HIV-1 negative. 

* Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like 
symptoms, tiredness, fever, ont or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, 
vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the 
neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have hada flu-like illness 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP. 


While taking TRUVADA for PrEP to help reduce your risk of getting 

HIV-1 infection: 

* Youmust continue using safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA 
for PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 


* Youmust stay HIV-1 negativeto keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 


* Tell yourhealthcare provider if you havea flu-like illness while taking 
TRUVADAfor PrEP. 

* Ifyouthink you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away. 

* Ifyou do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may 
become harder totreat overtime. 

* Seethe"How to Further Reduce Your Risk" section for more information. 


TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including: 


• Buildup of lactic acid in your blood nete acidosis), whichis a serious ` 
medical emergency that can lead о death. Call your healthcare provider right 
away if you have any of these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than 
usual, unusual muscle pain, be! ng short of breath or fast breathing, nausea, 
vomiting, stomach-area pain, cold or blue hands and feet, feeling dizzy or 
lightheaded, and/or fast or abnormal heartbeats. 


* Severe liver problems, which in some cases can lead to death. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any of these symptoms: your 
skin or the white part of your eyes tums yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 

light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, 


and/or stomach-area pain. 

* Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have HBV and take 
TRUVADA, your hepatitis may become worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do 
not ston taking TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as 
they will need to check your health regularly for several months. 

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are 

female, very overweight, or have been taking TRUVADA for a long time. 


TRUVADA is a prescription medicine used with safer sex practices for PrEP to 
help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection in adults at high risk: 


* HIV-1 negative men who have sex with men and who are at high risk of 
getting infected with HIV-1 through sex. 


* Male-female sex partners when one partner has HIV-1 infection and 
theother does not. 


To Пер determine your risk, talk openly with your doctor about your 
sexual health. 

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 

* Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. 
* Take lamivudine (Epivir-HBV) or adefovir (HEPSERA). 


TRUVADA, the TRUVADA Logo, TRUVADA FOR РВЕР, GILEAD, the 
GILEAD Logo, and HEPSERA are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., 
or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the 
property of their respective owners. Version date: April 2016 


© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. TVDC0083 03/17 
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IMPORTANT FACTS 


This is only a brief summary of important information about taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
(pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does 
not replace talking to your healthcare provider about your medicine. 


TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including: 


* Thoseinthe "Most Important Information About TRUVADA for 
РГЕР" section. 


+ Newor worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 

* Boneproblems. 

* Changes in body fat. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach- 
area (abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. 


These аге not all the possible side effects of TRUVADA. Tell your — . 
healthcare provider right away if you have any new symptoms while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health 
before and during treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP. 


Tell your healthcare provider if you: 

+ Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 
hepatitis infection. 

* Haveany other medical conditions. 

* Arepregnantor plan to become pregnant. 

* Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you 
become HIV-1 positive because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take: 

* Keep alistthat includes all саг and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist. 

* Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that 

should not be taken with TRUVADA for PrEP. 


* Take 1 tablet once а day, every day, not just when you think you have 
been exposed to HIV-1. 

+ Donot miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection. 

+ You must practice safer sex by using condoms and you must stay 

HIV-1 negative. 


* Know your HIV-1 status andthe HIV-1 status of your partners. 


* Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months or when your healthcare 
provider tells you. 


* Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections 
make it easier for HIV-1 to infect you. 


* Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior. 
+ Have fewer sex partners. 


* Donot share needles or personal items that can have blood or body 
fluids on them. 


* This is only a brief summary of important information about 
TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 infection. 
Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, 
including how to prevent HIV-1 infection. 

* Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5 

* [f you need р paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com 

for program information. 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Marriage in the G 


Asked for my about my opinions on marriage for older gay folks, my 
first reaction was, “Don’t!” But then, I remembered that even close friends 
frequently call me “baleful,” and that just because my own marriage lasted 
only two years less two days, doesn't mean there might not be other sides 
to the story. Actually, I know several older people who have entered into, 
or are about to reenter, matrimony. Some, after August 2013, were married 
after decades of togetherness, others are contemplating the leap for the first 
time. So, some thoughts: 

One must first of all determine what constitutes “older,” or "senior." 
When I was 23, 40 seemed well into dotage, while now it beckons from the 
spring-chicken side of the divide. 

There are entrance considerations like, "Should our union be monogamous 
or open?" the urgency of which may or may not diminish in intensity as one 
ages, but is still a subject that should be explored before the "I do"s are done. 

Marriage at any age, whether undertaken of one's own free will or bro- 
kered through one's esteemed parents, and whether you wish it to be so or 
not, will be enmeshed in the tentacles of financial realities. Money. Cash. 
The old spondulix. Does one of you have significantly more holdings than 
the other, in real estate, cash, or earning power? (As to this last, refer to 
the above on "What constitutes older or senior?" Is one or both of you still 
working? Is either one of you retired? Where does the fiduciary power lie?) 

'Take my word for it (I don't choose to offer personal examples here) that 
the bottom line is: love doesn't pay the rent. Or the mortgage. Or the grocery 
bill. Rather than plunging into shared savings and checking accounts, a pru- 
dent choice is to maintain a third, joint account to pay shared bills; keep your 
personal money separate so your beloved can't complain when you plunk 
down five figures for a 78 by blues legend Tommy Johnson while you bite 
your tongue when he brings home a very fine copy of Action Comics No. 1. 

I would advise anyone, of any age, coupled or not, to have a will. You're 


oaming 


never too young to die, and the older you get, the more actuarially sound it is to 
prepare for the future time when you aren't. Especially if you marry. Make sure 
your spouse is provided for in the most specific way possible. Not only for the 
disbursement of money and real estate, but of yourself. Write a will; write a liv- 
ing will with medical directives, and make sure they're in the hands of as many 
people and institutions as are needed to carry them out. (After Dad's death, the 
funeral director spoke of handsome caskets and other pomp and circumstances 
until I reminded him Dad had already told them that he wanted to be cremated 
and put in a cardboard box. “Um, yes, that's so..." he conceded.) 

Once you think you've got it all sorted out — the sex, the money, the... 
(what else is there?) — you'll arrive at that issue that by everyone's defini- 
tion is a deal-breaker: "Should the toilet paper go under or over?" Your only 
recourse is to secure a dwelling with two loos, one under each partner's sole 
jurisdiction, and never, ever, mention the subject again. 

I suppose you might ask after all these opinions about marriage for the 
older gay, whether I would myself remarry. Well, at the divorce, my Boston 
lawyer said I couldn't marry for six months. I told him he needn't worry. I've 
given it some thought over the intervening 51 years and have come to this 
conclusion: I would marry for fondness, a sharing of resources, and the secu- 
rity, such as it might be, that my goods and chattels might help sustain him 
should I predecease him, and his sustain me should the alternative occur. 

This would bring up yet another problem not covered above. I am an 
only child with no offspring, nieces, nephews, cousins or whatnot, and most 
potential partners, even of the old or senior variety, have someone — or 
several someones — ahead of me in line for their largess. 

Besides, I prefer to live alone, with my own hours and zero noise level. 
ГЇЇ just tick along with my books, beer, and La-Z-Boy, and see what comes 
my way. But go ahead; marry, enjoy, grow old(er) together. My felicitations 
and best wishes to you happy (and now properly prepared) couples-to-be! 
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Facial Plastic Surgery 


individual beauty 


Facial Plastic Surgeon 


Facial Plastic Surgery 
Female Feminization Surgery 
Hair Restoration 
Dermal Fillers 
ВОТОХ® 


952-767-9929 


935 Wayzata Blvd E, Suite 200 
Wayzata, ММ 55391 | omnifps.com 
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The Wedding Guys: 


"CLASSIC IS ALWAYS 
ON-TREND” 


Tulle and chiffon as far as the eye can see! March 5 marked the 
eighth time the large-scale Twin Cities Bridal Show was produced in St. 
Paul by The Wedding Guys. 

All eyes were on the Aisle of Style Fashion Show, a multimedia pro- 
duction worthy of New York Fashion Week, as 35 models walked the 
runway in fashions provided by Mestad’s Bridal and Formalwear, The 
Wedding Shoppe, Savvi Formalwear, and Luxe Bridal Couture. 

In 2002, Bruce Vassar and Matthew Trettel, known as The Wedding 
Guys, were the first show producers to bring six international designers 
to the Twin Cities for an elegant evening event called The Wedding Gala. 
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The event featured high-end artisans in the local wedding industry The 
Wedding Guys considered couture, in other words, people who hand- 
designed and created authentic work. 

“It was during this time we were meeting with Don Jensen of Linen 
Effect and he said, ‘You two know everything about the wedding indus- 
try you are like The Wedding Guys of weddings, and it stuck!” Vassar 
says. “Our goal was to bring wedding trends of the East and West Coasts 
tothe Midwest at a faster pace. Now, with social media, it's almost instan- 
taneous. We look at weddings and think what “сап be' instead of what is 
trending, because if it's trending it's already been done.” 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


REFRESHING OUR COMMITMENT 
TO FAITHFUL 16870 + INCLUSION 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #BC378021 


www .houseliftinc.com 


COMBINING BEAUTY AND FUNCTIONALITY, 


ONE SPACE AT A TIME. 
MALL gz 


SPRINGHOUSE MINISTR? 
610 WEST 28TH ST., MIN 


REGISTRATION FEE: $25 for t! 
$15 day rate. Up to 1.3 < 
through United The 
ofthe Twin Cities. 


Nicole is a self-identified transgender Latina. She 
began her transition, MTF, while employed as alaw 
enforcement officer for the state of Colorado. She 
is now a private counselor in Longmont, CO, anda 
MDiv Student at Luther Seminary. 


For more information and to register, go to: 


WWW.FCCMINNEAPOLIS.ORG/VOICES 
ФУД TWIN CITIES 
CLOSET COMPANY 
Ов Contact us for a complimentary in-home design consultation: 


Call (612) 623-0987 or visit www.tccloset.com 
2634 Minnehaha Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN 55406 


SPONSORED BY FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) MINNEAPOLIS 
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The drawback to following trends is 
the after effect of inevitably dating your 
wedding as you look back at the photos 
as years go by. "You can never go wrong 
with a ‘classic’ look, it will never date an 
image," Vassar says. "The barn scene 
has been very trendy the last few years, 
so in time you will eventually look and 
say, ‘Oh, that was back in 2015.” 

Fashion choices for the big day 
can date an image, but Vassar says 
there is really no getting around it. 
“Classic is always on-trend. A-line and 
ball gowns will always stand the test 
of time," Vassar says. "It's the fit and 
flare, mermaid, and high-low gowns 
which seem to have more of a hills- 
and-valley popularity," he adds. 

According to Vassar, designs that 
have been sweeping down runways fea- 
ture the illusion style or “see-through 
look," subsequently causing nude col- 
ors to make their mark on wedding 
fashions to facilitate the illusion. The 
popularity of the nude pallet paved the 
way for other colors, like blue/gray, 
blush, and gold to come on quickly. 

Vassar says other trends to pay at- 
tention to include fuller A-line gowns 
that don't quite spill into the princess 
ball gown category, longer and de- 
tachable trains (“it's all about the dra- 
ma, you know"), plunging necklines 
and low backs, and tulle or chiffon 
overskirts which can be removed for 
the reception, revealing the short- or 
long-form fitted party dress. 

Past seasons saw the appearance of 
wedding pant suits in the market (in- 
deed, a pant suit was featured in Lav- 
enders 2016 Spring Wedding Issue), 
and they continue to grow in popular- 
ity. But what is especially curious to 
see are gowns incorporating elements 
from various decades of fashion: cowl 
backs from the 406, sleeves from the 
"708, and long trains from the 906. 

For those looking to dress more 
masculine to say “I do," Vassar en- 
courages you to take note of the fabric 
boutonniere trend, popular for both 
suits and tuxedos as well as more col- 
orful bow ties with polka dots, stripes, 
and floral patterns. But ties don't get 
to have all the fun! Patterned socks 
(sometimes mismatched) are gain- 
ing a stronghold in popularity, which 
translates to a shorter pant leg tailor- 
ing to show them off. 

Speaking of tailoring, Vassar says 
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the slim fit is slowly being introduced 
to the tuxedo scene, with thinner la- 
pels. Oh, by the way, the formal tuxe- 
do is making a comeback, but this isn't 
your old-fashioned tuxedo. Colors like 
wine and blue are giving the black tux- 
edo arun for the money. And plaid, be- 
lieve it or not, is taking the suit world 
by storm with a solid trouser or full-on 
plaid for the entire suit. 

"Trends to us, quite honestly, are 
things which are going full-circle in 
time, they are just positioned differ- 
ently or in a juxtaposition with some- 
thing more modern," Vassar says. 
“Weddings are traditional in the true 
sense of the word so you will never 
get away from some aspects of tradi- 
tion. Trends are always in the visual 
aspect of weddings and sometimes 
they are just unique to one wedding 
and not another based on the likes 
and dislikes of the couple." 

Ultimately, he says it must be 
about the couple, "true to each of 
them as authentic in style as they are 
unique individuals. It's not about a 
specific color or style as everyone has 
their favorite; it's what makes a couple 
unique and tells their story." 

If you missed the Twin Cities Brid- 
al Show at the beginning of March, 
but you're looking for more inspira- 
tion or want to keep up on wedding 
trends, mark the calendar. The Wed- 
ding Guys have three shows coming 
up in the fall. 

“Our shows have always been gen- 
der neutral," Vassar says, “so same-sex 
couples will have a great experience 
too. The Twin Cities Bridal Show is 
very inclusive [...] so don't be con- 
fused by the term bridal (which means 
a marriage festival or ceremony) be- 
cause the Twin Cities Bridal Show is 
for the bride and bridegroom, bride 
and bride, or groom and groom." B 


FALL DATES: 

Unveiled 

Minneapolis Convention Center, Sept. 17 
Unveiled Rochester 

Mayo Civic Center, Oct. 22 

Twin Cities Bridal Show 

St. Paul RiverCentre, Nov. 5 


For more photos, go to 
www.lavendermagazine.com. 


www.theweddingguys.com 


SAWATDEE 


Thai Cuisine 


Offering the only full service 


Thai catering in the city and a 
private party room for up to 50 


AWARD WINNING THAI 
CUISINE SINCE 1983 


Delivery * Catering * Full Bar 
* Private Room 


607 Washington Ave S • Downtown Mpls 
612-338-6451 
486 Robert St, Downtown St Paul 
651.528.7106 


www.sawatdee.com 


al Vento's 


Three Appetizers 


Two Salads 
Three Entrees 


Two Desserts 
Red & White Wines 
Local Tap Beers 


THERE'S MORE! 


Free Sparkling Toast when you book 
your Rehearsal Dinner with us! 


RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
612.724.3009 | AlVentoRestaurant.com 


Looking for a 


You need to insure both your auto and 


your home, so why not save 


process? Call today for a free, no obligation 


way to save? 


money in the 


look at auto and home discounts A 


from American Family. 


AMERICAN FAMILY A 
INSURANCE | 


e iie 
I American 
All your protection under one roof ° 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 


Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 


Dawn Bartell Agency 
4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 


wwwamfam.com © 2008 


IS IN THE 


JEWELRY RE-IMAGINED 


Meteorite & Rose Gold 
Wedding Band Set 
SKU 2389 


DA 
tiol 


om unconventional 
materials like meteorite, wood, 
antler and dinosaur bone. 


651.321.9267 
www.jewelrybyjohan.com 
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Comfort Food 


Dine In: Take Out: Delivery 


СЭ) ryPins Eye Clinic 
ЖЕЙ omm eo p у 
| For Health. For Vision. For Life. 
PIZZA & PASTA 

A 100% GLBT-owned eye |; Жж! 6000 FOR ALL SEASONS 
clinic with a doctor you o" 
can trust for ALL your 


eye care needs. 


HAPPY 
t HOURS 
Ë 4:00-6:00PM 
= 8:00-10:00рм 


< 


Dr. David Bane 


612-869-1333  originseyeclinic.com | 
6601 Lyndale Ave S, Suite #160 • Richfield, MN 55423 


OVER 15 AUTO 
MANUFACTURER 
CERTIFICATIONS AND 
RECOGNITIONS 


THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


LaMettry’s ^ 


Collision, Glass and More! 


CALL ror AN APPOINTMENT 1-888-898-0016 on ceran onune Esrimare т LAMETTRYS.COM 


Palm Sunday: April 9, 10:30 am 
Maundy Thursday: April 13, 7:00 pm. A Soup Supper will be served at 6:00 pm 


Good Friday Service: April 14, 7:00 pm 
| | EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES: 


6:30 am - Sunrise Communion Service 
8:00 am - Easter Celebration Service 
9:00 am - SpringHouse Youth Pancake Breakfast 
10:30 am - Easter Celebration Service 


First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
(Worshipping at the SpringHouse Ministry Center) 
610 W. 28th Street • Minneapolis 
612-870-1868 
www.fccmpls.org 


A Welcoming Community of Faith in the Heart of the Twin Cities: 
Come to a place where you can explore, be curious, and ask questions. 
Come to a place where you can explore, be curious, and ask questions. 


Prestwick Golf Club invites you and your 


ж 
guests to come and see what we have to offer! 
REST N [CK Our Banquet Facilities can accommodate anyone's special event, 


GOLF CLUB including: Weddings, Business Meetings, Sporting Banquets, and more! 


WWW.PRESTWICK.COM 


PRESTWICK GOLF CLUB | 9555 WEDGEWOOD DRIVE | WOODBURY, MN 55125 | PRO SHOP: 651-731-4779 | RESTAURANT: 651-294-3160 
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Make sure your business, 
organization or event 
is part of 


LAVENDER'S 
2018 
PRIDE PAGES 


Minnesota's annual 
GLBT guide featuring 
GLBT-friendly businesses, 
organizations and 
wedding resources. 


Deadline: December 6, 2017 
Published: December 21, 2017 
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š Early Bird 
Air Conditioner Sale! 


with the installation of any furnace. 


Price applies to a 1.5-ton air conditioner. Some restrictions apply. 


Must be installed by April 28, 2017. 


k Ам, 


For an A/C performance tune-up 


AN 
EVANGELICAL 


LUTHERAN 
k CHURCH 


% Bethel 
Kes LUTHERAN 


FEATURING: 

*Mid-century Modern Sanctuary + New Pews 

А+ Acoustics & Traditional Pipe Organ, Piano 
Seating for 200+ — -LGBT Welcoming+Gay Pastor 
*Ample Free Parking «Gym/Fellowship Space 
*Garden Courtyard o 4120 17th Ave. S, in S. Mpls 


аан mele ем dun "^ 612.724.3693 


Plus, add a furnace tune-up for only $95 


Not valid with any other offer. 
Tune-up must be performed by April 28, 2017. 


PROVIDING THE COMFORT YOU DESERVE...SINCE 1930. 
* Local and family-owned for 87 years 
д В а 3 САЙ ACCREDITED | Д 
* Financing available (on approved credit) Tag BUSİNESS 
* More than 475,000 Twin Cities customers 
• Smart Club" Maintenance Plan 


RATING 


STANDARD 
© 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


612 -503-8090 | standardheating -com Providing the Comfort You Deserve...Since 1930. 


“24/7 no-heat emergency service 


There а a space reserved just 
for you in St. Тоша Park. 


St. Louis Park has a long history of welcoming diversity. Just like our 
community, our private event facilities are just as unique. We have the space 

for your wedding, rehearsal dinner and bachelor or bachelorette party. 

We can also help you with hotel room blocks whether your event is held in 

St. Louis Park or nearby. Great hotels, hip restaurants and unique spaces 
welcome you and your guests with open arms. Contact us for complimentary 
event assistance and for a free St. Louis Park event space guide. 


St. Louis Park 
is just minutes 
from Downtown 
and Uptown 
Minneapolis! 


St. Louis Park 


minnesota 


Comfortably Close. 


www.discoverstlouispark.com 
info@discoverstlouispark.com 


(952) 426-4047 
O 
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IF THE RING FITS, 


Everybody expresses love differently. Some romance their significant 
others with flowers or small surprises. Others leave love notes around 
the house to show appreciation for the little things their spouses do. A 
universal sign of love is arguably one of the most important: the ring. 

When looking for a ring, people can often feel overwhelmed. Every 
relationship is special, unique, and incredibly different from the next 
one. So how does a couple pick out a pair of rings that represents their 
one-ofa-kind relationship? The team at Stephen Vincent Design has 
come up with a solution to this longstanding nuisance of a question: 
custom-made wedding rings. 

Located in Minneapolis, Stephen Vincent Design has been catering 
to Minnesota's lovestruck for over 40 years. The process of designing 
a wedding ring is very hands-on and well guided with the help of staff 
members at Stephen Vincent Design. ^We take pride in guiding and edu- 
cating our customers. We know it's a big investment on many different 
levels, and we want them to know that we care about their choices," says 
the Stephen Vincent Design team. 

Customers can set up appointments to discuss their lives and relation- 
ships, and plan out sketches for their ring sets. Along with sketches, Ste- 
phen Vincent Design offers CAD drawings that are drawn to scale to show- 
case the gems in the colors, sizes, quality, and price ranges that are suitable 
for each individual client. “АП of our rings are carefully handmade, and we 
encourage them to choose a gem quality to reflect that through grading 
education and visual examples," staff of Stephen Vincent Design says. 

According to Stephen Vincent Design, some upcoming spring trends 
that they're seeing include pear shapes, marquis cuts, and rustic dia- 
monds. Yellow gold, large gems, and small bands are also strong styles 
for spring. Balancing trendy styles with timelessness creates a sense of 
tradition while keeping an eye on the future. 

Durability plays an important role in the process of selecting a gem for 


Photos by Stephen Vincent Design 


a wedding ring. The most durable gems are sapphires, which are typically 
used in engagement rings. Sapphires can range from blue and green to red 
and pink to white and yellow. A variety of metals is available too. Palladium, 
platinum, 18K yellow gold, and 18K white gold are typically used for engage- 
ment and wedding rings. Prices vary depending on the type of gem, the gem 
size, and the material used for the band, but the team at Stephen Vincent 
Design works according to the price range of each individual client. 

Custom rings typically take longer to make than other pieces of jewel- 
ry, with an estimated six-week turnaround rate. Stephen Vincent Design 
recommends providing at least eight weeks between designing the rings 
and the wedding to ensure that they are done on time. 

Stephen Vincent Design has a list of tips for ring buyers who don't 
know what to expect: 

Custom doesn't mean unaffordable. 

It's okay to bring ideas and photos, the more the merrier. 

If you want to surprise your beloved, their team can help in a variety 
of ways. 

Come into the store before you are anxious about purchasing. Ste- 
phen Vincent Design hosts "Save the Best for Last" events every last 
Thursday of the month from 5-8 p.m. where guests can enjoy cocktails, 
look around, and ask as many questions as they want. 

'The staff is there to help make it a less stressful and more exciting, 
fun time in your life. 

Showing your love and appreciation for your significant other 
shouldn't be stressful or difficult. With the help of Stephen Vincent De- 
sign, you can design rings that are as unique and thoughtful as your 
special someone while enjoying every step of the process. m 


For more information, go to www.svstudio.com. 
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Healthysexuals 


LOVE 


" 


Talk about your sexual health. #NoFilter 


VISIT 


.COM 


AND TALK TO A HEALTHCARE PROVIDER 


GILEAD HEALTHYSEXUAL GILEAD, and the GILE sre trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc. © 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC3907 01 


Shindig. Photo courtesy of Shindig Event Space 
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something Borrowed, 


SOMETHING (RE)NEWED 


OAZO 


The Twin Cities area is known for an amazingly artistic, cultural, 
and diverse atmosphere. The cities are where we crave to live. They're 
where we yearn to explore. So it's no wonder that it's where we choose to 
tie the knot with the one we love most, surrounded by the people and the 
scenery that make these beautiful cities home. Thankfully, the variety of 
wedding venues is as expansive and impressive as the rest of the cities. 


SHINDIG 
Guests: 25-200 
Starting price: $5,000 
Available for: Rehearsal dinner, ceremony, reception 

The Shindig Event Space has a variety of options that will perfectly 
cater to any wedding, regardless of size. For smaller weddings, the 
bar and lounge spaces are suitable for intimate celebrations. For larger 
weddings or rehearsal dinners, the full Shindig space allows guests 
access to the rooftop space, the bar, the lounge, and the boardroom. 
Through Shindig, rentals include food and drinks from a variety of 
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neighborhood selections including The Lowry, Highland Grill, and 
Groveland Tap as well as a private bar. Additionally, a full audio and 
visual suite including a sound system with a microphone, wireless in- 
ternet, and video projection is available in any of the wedding spaces. 
Basic linens, plates, flatware, and glassware are included. Shindig has 
strong longstanding relationships with top wedding vendors in the 
Twin Cities area, so the Shindig team is willing and able to help make 
wedding planning a seamless process every step of the way. Valet park- 
ing is available for all guests as well as several nearby lodging options 
that are easily accessible from the venue. With a breathtaking view 
of the Minneapolis skyline from the rooftop space, customizable and 
modular floor plans, and connections to the Minneapolis skyway sys- 
tem, Shindig is a historically beautiful site that is both convenient and 
unique for each individual wedding. 

612-276-1111 

105 S 5th St., Minneapolis 


www.shindigevent.com CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 


Dining Out 
For Life 


Thursday, 


April 27. 


Dine out at one of over 160 
participating restaurants 

on this date and a portion of 
your bill will be donated to 
The Aliveness Project - 


a community center that links people 
living with HIV to resources for leading 
healthy, self-directed lives. 


Heartland eating 
for Hope and Healing 


| 


) 


| 


For a complete list of participating restaurants, visit 


d | П || n 0 0 Шо ri ife u CO m Kare11's Rena Sarigianopoulos and Sven Sundgaard, 


2017 Celebrity Spokespersons 


PROJECT PROUD HOST SPONSOR 
w 
= SUBARU Шү 
$ Loves 
к. 
С to 
are 
Dine MN: Fight AIDS 
MEDIA PARTNERS 
Е] Y ©) / #DOFLMN 
612-824-LIFE (5433) CITJPAGES КАКЕ ft. LAVENDER Пиве = 


www.aliveness.org 
® = REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF DINING OUT FOR LIFE INTERNATIONAL 


Lumber Exchange Event Center. Photo courtesy of Lumber Exchange Event Center 


The Woman's Club of Minneapolis. Photo by Lens + Luma Photography 
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LUMBER EXCHANGE EVENT CENTER 
Guests: up to 875 
Available for: Rehearsal dinner, ceremony, reception 

The Lumber Exchange Event Center offers so many amenities for differ- 
ent steps of the wedding process that it's hard to believe it's all housed under 
one roof. With 10 different spaces available depending on size and theme of 
each wedding as well as a handful of tasty and spacious restaurants perfect for 
rehearsal dinners, the Lumber Exchange Event Center has it all. There are 
bridal suites, high security, and multiple decor options available to properly 
personalize each individual wedding. A projector with a drop-down screen and 
sound system are provided in each space as well as a dance floor and a team 
to assist with setup and breakdown. Although indoors, the Lumber Exchange 
Event Center offers settings with high ceilings and skylights to allow for natu- 
ral lighting and views of the beautiful city. Valet parking is also available for 
guests, and, due to the convenient downtown location, several lodging options 
are located nearby. For an elegant wedding that captures the natural and so- 
phisticated essence of Minneapolis, the Lumber Exchange Event Center is a 
great location to begin the rest of your life with your one and only. 
612-843-2575 
10 S 5th St., Minneapolis 
www.Ixmpls.com 


THE WOMAN'S CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS 
Guests: up to 630 
Available for: Rehearsal dinner, ceremony, reception 

Located near Loring Park, The Woman's Club of Minneapolis has some- 
thing for everyone and every wedding. From small, intimate gatherings 
to large halls filled with your 500 closest friends and family members, The 
Woman's Club of Minneapolis is a venue that will suit your needs. With 
10 different spaces to choose from, it will appropriately cater to a group of 
20 or a hall of 600. Suites are available to prepare before the ceremony and 
reception. Catering is included in the rental, and it includes a buffet-style 
dinner as well as a wide array of desserts. The venue does offer an audio 
system and equipment needed for musical performances, although all mu- 
sic and alcohol services must end at midnight, and all guests must vacate 


by 12:30 a.m. The spaces at The Woman's Club of Minneapolis offer guests 
beautiful views, elegant interiors, and perfect landscapes for photography 
sessions. Custom-made chandeliers are found throughout the venue and 
add a classic and sophisticated touch to a traditional wedding setting. A 
unique aspect of The Woman's Club of Minneapolis is the artwork displayed 
throughout the venue. Local artists’ work adorns the walls throughout, 
which brings Minneapolis' artistically and culturally diverse setting to life. 
612-813-5300 

410 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis 

www.womansclub.org 


THE HOTEL LANDING 
Guests: up to 200 
Available for: Ceremony, reception 

'The Hotel Landing is a brand new gem of small-town Wayzata. 
With incredible views of Lake Minnetonka and convenient access 
to historic downtown Wayzata, The Hotel Landing combines classic 
Minnesota charm and elegance in a venue perfect for a small or mid- 
sized wedding. A variety of suites are available for the newlywed 
couple as well as guests. With over 4,000 square feet of wedding 
space, including 900 square feet of outdoor space, the three venues 
at The Hotel Landing are both spacious and intimate. Customizable 
catering menus are also included, so each couple can create an ar- 
ray of food that is as unique as this location. Assistance is available 
for setup and cleanup, and sound systems are also available to use in 
all three wedding spaces. If guests are from out of town, group rates 
are available for overnight stays. Not only is this locale contempo- 
rary and sophisticated, but it also brings some of Minnesota's his- 
torical streets to life. 
952-649-5833 
925 Lake St. E, Wayzata 
www.thehotellanding.com 


The Landing Hotel. Image courtesy of the Cuningham Group 
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Stout's Island Lodge. Photo courtesy of Stout's Island Lodge 


Saint Paul Athletic Club. Photo by Brovado Weddings 


СТО 


UNIVERSITY GLUB OF SAINT PAUL 
Guests: up to 400 
Available for: Rehearsal dinner, ceremony, reception 

The University Club of Saint Paul is a cultural and architectural 
treasure of St. Paul, so it's no wonder that it's also one of Min- 
nesota's most popular wedding destinations. With stunning views 
of downtown St. Paul and the river valley, this venue is as gor- 
geous outside as it is inside. The University Club of Saint Paul 
offers professional catering, and special benefits are available for 
members of the University Club or Saint Paul Athletic Club. At the 
top of Ramsey Hill, outdoor space at the adjacent Lookout Park is 
available for unique Minnesota views for the pictures of your spe- 
cial day. Wedding packages include linens, tableware, chairs and 
tables, tablecloths, and a wooden dance floor. Multimedia equip- 
ment and a piano are also included upon request. For an intimate 
wedding in the overlooking a bustling city, University Club of Saint 
Paul will not disappoint. 
651-222-1751 
420 Summit Ave., St. Paul 
www.universityclubofstpaul.com 


STOUT'S ISLAND LODGE 
Guests: up to 175 
Available for: Ceremony, reception 

Looking to escape the busy city life for a destination wedding that 
is both secluded and nearby? Stout's Island Lodge might be the perfect 
location for you and your sweetie to tie the knot. Stout's Island Lodge is 
located in Birchwood, Wisconsin and is only accessible by a 10-minute 
ferry ride. The island is in Red Cedar Lake and includes a Main Island 
and an East Island, which are connected by bridge. Stout's Island Lodge 
offers indoor spaces for smaller weddings of 60 or fewer guests as well 
as large outdoor tents for weddings with up to 175 guests. Stout's Island 
Lodge offers an exclusivity that wedding venues typically lack; regard- 
less of wedding size, your group will be the only group on the island dur- 
ing your time of rental. Hotel rooms are available to all guests, but 100 
percent of guests must book their rooms ahead of time to receive a 15 
percent discount. The island has a gourmet chef who prepares all of the 
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food, which includes vegetables grown right on the island. Other ameni- 
ties including a sound system, dance floor, and tableware are included as 
well. For a wedding that feels like a private getaway while maintaining 
Midwestern charm, Stout's Island Lodge will provide just what you're 
looking for. 

715-354-3646 

2799 27th St., Birchwood, WI 

www.stoutislandlodge.com 


SAINT PAUL ATHLETIC CLUB 
Guests: Inquire 
Available for: Ceremony, reception 

The sister of the University Club of Saint Paul is another popular Min- 
nesotan wedding location, the Saint Paul Athletic Club. This venue in- 
cludes a private club, a skyline view of the city, and a variety of ballrooms. 
The ceremony and reception spaces are indoors but all include breath- 
taking views of downtown St. Paul. Setup and cleanup are assisted by the 
Saint Paul Athletic Club faculty, and all setup can start at 9:00 a.m. and all 
cleanup must end by 1:00 a.m. the following morning. Alcohol and cater- 
ing are provided by professional chefs in addition to a multimedia sys- 
tem, a variety of entertainment options, and a selection of decor. With its 
stunning and historic architecture and convenient location in the heart of 
the city, the Saint Paul Athletic Club will bring every beloved aspect of St. 
Paul to your individual wedding. An on-site café, bar and grand ballroom 
can cater to every size and type of wedding. Additionally, members of the 
Saint Paul Athletic Club will receive a discounted rental rate. 
651-291-7722 
340 Cedar St., St. Paul 
www.thespac.com 


Regardless of the size or style of wedding you are looking to achieve, 
you won't have to look much farther than Minnesota to find a location 
that is suitable to celebrate your love. With cityscapes and hidden get- 
aways, the wedding venues are as endless as Minnesota is beautiful. m 
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Except for the bluegrass band, it might have been апу 
other brunch in Minneapolis on October 1, 2016. At first 
glance, it seemed like a casual, cakes-under-glass, bring- 
your-own-bongo, specials-scribbled-in-pink-limestone kind 
of affair: novelty donuts sprinkled with sweet rumors, 
dunked in custom coffee, and washed down with mimosas 
or Bloody Marys. 

But there was that bluegrass band. And the flowers. And 
the decor. And the photographers. And the alabaster light 
bulbs gleaming on a firecracker string that spanned the 
walls like an electric day-glo spider web. Oh, and the people 
in their dozens, sitting at set tables, applauding two hand- 
some, young men in nearly identical blue suits who raised 
their clasped hands at the front of the love-sized room. 

So it wasn’t any other brunch in Minneapolis, after all. It 
was a wedding; it was their wedding. 

They were (and are) Michael Abata and Joel Dumon- 
sau, and these are their adventures in matrimony. “We 
wanted a celebration that was easy, relaxed, and fun,” Mi- 
chael says, “so we thought to ourselves, brunch!” This de- 
cision would prove to be a deceptively tall order, mixing 
formality and informality, tradition and innovation, baked 
goods and wedding bells. 

It all started with another encounter that was easy, re- 
laxed, and fun: the couple’s initial commingling, itself pre- | 
cipitated via app. “Our first date was at Muddy Waters on 2 
a Monday after work in early October 2014,” remembers 
Michael. “It was supposed to be just one drink, but three 
drinks later, we knew we had something special. We con- 
nected on so many levels." 

That multilevel connection could have melted in the 
heat of subsequent personal travails, but instead, it was 
tempered. “We went through several personal rough 
patches," says Michael, reliving the time when the two men 
were an official couple. “Knowing we could get through 
just about anything together, as a team, solidified our con- 
nection with each other. Our relationship was always so 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 
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easy. It was the first time I felt truly comfortable dating another person." 

After 16 months, the relationship was ready for permanence. Fortunately, 
the United States Supreme Court was just catching up with Michael and Joel. 
^We were together in 2015 when SCOTUS declared marriage equality the law 
of the land," Michael says. "It was a very exciting day for both of us! But nei- 
ther of us are very impulsive, so we didn't run to the courthouse or book a 
flight to Vegas. Joel had worked on the marriage campaigns in Minnesota, so 
the concept of a gay couple being married definitely wasn't foreign or new." 

Despite their ecstasy at its legalization, marriage was an institution that 
both prospective grooms took seriously, soberly. Joe observes, “I think 
that marriage is a stabilizing and normalizing force, so I was always at- 
tracted to the idea of being married to someone as opposed to a domestic 
partnership, civil union, or whatever." 

The course toward marriage was clear, but before a wedding could take 
place, it had to be preceded by a proposal. ..and a proposal for a timeless, time- 
tested commitment invited a timeless, time-tested backdrop. Michael remi- 
nisces, “I proposed to Joel in Joshua Tree National Park just outside of Palm 
Springs, California, in mid-February when we were on a getaway with friends." 

Interestingly, the proposal represented a kind of preemptive strike. "Joel 
had the big ask planned for a few months," Michael says. “After a morning 
hike in the park, we found ourselves on this expansive overlook with the 
beautiful Joshua trees and rolling rock formations behind us. I was so ner- 
vous I faked a leg injury to get down on my knee. Luckily, our friends were 
prepared with cameras when I asked Joel. It was a pretty magical moment!" 

Transferring the magic of that moment to a wedding ceremony proved a 
formidable task. “We gave our wedding stylists a lot of inspiration from our 
engagement in Palm Springs, but not too many specifics in planning decor 
and floral, so it was hard to have a really specific vision in our heads," recalls 
Michael, as the idea of marrying brunch to marriage came into focus. “As 
we were planning and telling people about our idea, it got both our friends 
and ourselves really excited." 


That excitement proved contagious. “Our families were eager to help 
and support us in any way they could," says Michael. “Many of our family 
and friends participated in our wedding ceremony and helped us prep for 
the celebration." 

This prep assumed a myriad of forms, including a kind of reconnaissance. 
"Attending a few weddings also helped us determine what we liked and what 
we could do without, so we planned our wedding with only things we liked," 
Michael asserts. ^For us, it was all about throwing a fabulous party for family 
and friends versus having a formal or traditional wedding ceremony." 

Whether it was a ceremony or a party, formal or traditional, the celebra- 
tion's impending fabulousness catalyzed the extant work. Foreshadowing 
their impending union, the two men split party-producing duties, according to 
their individual strengths. “Both of us had a lot of experience planning events 
in former jobs, so we were so excited to plan our own big event," says Michael. 
“I took on the decor, invitations, music, and photography. Joel managed the 
venue selection, catering, budgeting, hotel block, and making sure everything 
got done. It was a match made in wedding-planning heaven. We each got to 
plan our favorite parts and it all came together for a really fun day." 

When that really fun day arrived, it was accompanied by a natural ner- 
vousness that quickly proved unfounded. “When we arrived that morning, 
we were floored with how gorgeously everything came together!" enthuses 
Michael. "The day ended up being exactly what we wanted: just a big cele- 
bration with friends and family that felt both relaxed and welcoming to all." m 


Photographer: Wing Ta, Canary Grey Photography 

Date of Wedding: October 1, 2016 

Ceremony and Reception: 514 Studios 

Florist and Stylist: Maven 

Wedding Coordinator: Bre Ward 

Cake: Glam Doll Donuts, Sift Gluten Free, Angel Food Bakery 
Catering: Chowgirls Killer Catering, Misfit Coffee 
Invitations: Minted.com 


calhoun beach club 
stephen vincent design 
612-338-1481 


svstudio.com 
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The year was 2007. One June night, the since-closed by-and- 
for-queer-women club known as Pi Bar played host to a fateful 
meeting that would spur true love. 

Tracy Le Capitaine laid her eyes on Kristy Wydeven (who 
would later take Tracy's name), and the Twin Cities' longest-run- 
ning monthly lesbian night, Twilight (also now-defunct), would 
be the perfect excuse for a first date the following month at Din- 
kytown's Kitty Cat Klub. 

“I would love to say the day I met her I knew I wanted to marry 
her," Kristy says. "I was in awe of her beauty, but realistically it 
was infatuation. Our first year was just getting to know each other, 
second year was working through major kinks and by year three I 
knew that I could be with her the rest of my life!" 

But marriage would have to wait, as both women wanted the 
union to be legal and weren't interested in doing a symbolic or 
out-of-state ceremony. 

"Marriage wasn't a big part of my dreams for my life, growing 
up or as an adult," Tracy admits, “so I was in no rush to think about 
it. Kristy and I moved in together after about a year and a half of 
dating. And for the next few years we focused on buying a house, 
renovating our home, and started to plan having a child together." 

'The pair got involved in the fight for equal marriage here in 
Minnesota and, Tracy says, were somewhat shocked when it then 
became legal in their home state of Wisconsin, and then nationwide. 

She says, "We had both imagined that a legal marriage 
wouldn't be possible for many years, but suddenly it was pos- 
sible! It caught us both а bit off-guard, and we then began to 
think, Wow, I guess we'll have to figure out how we want to get mar- 
ried! Then we began to talk about what we'd like for our wedding. 
At this point, we'd already been together for quite a few years and 
were the ‘old married couple’ among our friends." 

Eventually, Tracy says they almost considered themselves 
engaged essentially. “But when Га say we could just be engaged, 
Kristy would protest and say, ‘No, I want to do it right.’ She asked 
my mother in January of 2013 if she could propose to me, and my 
mom happily gave her permission.” 

In October 2013, they went shopping together for a vintage ring 
for Tracy. And then nothing. But secretly, Kristy had a big plan in 
action. Initially, Kristy wanted to pull something off that, as she 
says, would take an entire movie production team to pull off. 

“I was lucky to have a reality check brunch with my buddies 
who brought me down to earth and helped direct my idea in a 
more simple, yet still dramatic once-in-a-lifetime proposal,” she 
says. “After Team Brunch, I had the plan and then it was just a 
matter of getting everything in order.” 

Kristy had made “Marry Me?” signs for her friends to hold up, 
got confetti bombs and the ring all set. January 11, 2014 started 
as a typical night out at Grrrl Scout. Just when Tracy might have 
started catching on since both her best friend and sister (visiting 
from Green Bay) came to Grrrl Scout that night, Kristy pretended 
to be a little too tipsy to throw Tracy off. “I figured she would as- 
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sume there is no way I would propose drunk, 
and of course that is true," Kristy notes. 

Soon the dance competition began on 
the stage. As one of the Grrrl Scout photog- 
raphers, Tracy was urged up on stage to get 
a different perspective, which is when Kristy 
escaped to change out of her jeans and T- 
shirt combo into something proposal-worthy. 

"As soon as the competition was done is 
when my nerves take over," Kristy gushes, 
who returned, slowly walking in to "Some- 
body to Love" by Queen. 

Tracy remembers, “After a few measures, 
lettered signs raised high at the back of the 
room, spelling out Marry Me? I looked to 
my left, to the side of the stage, to see Kristy 
climbing up, dressed all snazzy, and clearly 
quite sober. She grabbed the microphone and 
brought out that vintage ring, and proposed. 
And suddenly, all in front of the stage were 
many of our closest friends and neighbors 
that had been hiding from me until that point." 
Then it was confetti poppers and champagne 
as the couple finished the night celebrating 
with all their friends at Grrrl Scout. 

But, as it turns out, their son, Vincent, 
would throw a wrench in their wedding plans. 
Initially, Tracy and Kristy planned for a Green 
Bay wedding in a 1920s hotel undergoing 
renovations, closer to their supportive fami- 
lies. “We didn't want to exclude any of them 
from our celebration by making any of them 
travel far," Tracy says. "We could be the very 
first couple in decades to get married at the 
hotel. Our friends traveling in could stay at 
the hotel, and everything could be all togeth- 
er at this amazing venue. But it was a long 
way from being done, and at that point, we 
were in no hurry to get hitched." 

Through much of 2014, like the couple 
years before, the couple was trying to get 
pregnant. And, as luck would have it, that Sep- 
tember Tracy was pregnant. And that changed 
everything. Improvements on their fixer-upper 
home to prepare for a baby took time and mon- 
ey, and as the months went by it seemed more 
and more impossible to pull together a large 
out-ofstate wedding before the baby was born. 

“We weren't sure how we should do it," 
Tracy adds. “We never figured out a good 
plan, and, as we entered the last month of 
my pregnancy, we still weren't married. The 
baby had some problems during the preg- 
nancy, which was really scary for Kristy. We 
have friends who went through the trauma of 
not having legal rights to each other and their 
child when they had medical problems dur- 
ing the birth. We didn't want that to happen to 
us, especially when we could easily avoid that 
by just finally getting married." 

Finally, 10 days before Vincent's sched- 
uled delivery, in the late evening of May 22, 
Tracy and Kristy called their best friends 
and planned to meet at Minnehaha Park the 
next evening to exchange vows. With an 
officiant and a photographer among their 
friends, the stage was set to be legally wed. 

On June 1, Vincent arrived as planned and 
the next few months were a blur. Months went 
by and the thought of having a large wedding 
seemed daunting, Tracy says. "No one can 


imagine how their life will get swallowed up 
by their first child. I had hoped to have a re- 
ception in the fall, but with a newborn, I didn't 
know how we could pull that together." 

Eventually, with the help of Tracy's cousin, 
the couple decided on a year after they said 
their vows as the perfect time to hold a recep- 
tion, calling it a ^wedding celebration" and 
thinking of it as a kind of renewal. Unfortu- 
nately, the hotel they were initially eyeing 
wasn't even close to being done, yet the vision 
of a 1920s deco-style was still in their heads. 

Tracy went looking for other historic ven- 
ues in downtown Green Bay, and she didn't 
have to look far to find the beautiful historic the- 
ater she's always loved (and, coincidentally, was 
where her mother had her first job). For the 
reception, a brewery just across the river from 
the theater that had recently expanded into an 
old cannery building (where her grandmother 
had worked, adding yet another family connec- 
tion) made a perfect space to house their 150 
guests. With Kristys original "Marry Me?" 
signs as a backdrop behind the head table, the 
wedding celebration had come full circle. 

"[ mainly gave Tracy free reign and I 
gave my two cents where I wanted it," Kristy 
chimes in. "She showed me pictures of her 
ideas and I saw her vision and knew it would 
be perfect. My favorite part of showing my- 
self [in the big day] was having a mini saw to 
cut the cake; I am a general contractor and I 
really wanted something different and fun." 

'The vendors chosen to bring their celebra- 
tion to fruition played a big part in the day's 
success and making the couple feel comfort- 
able. “Not a single one of our vendors had a 
flicker of doubt or weirdness in being involved 
in our same-sex wedding," Tracy shares. "If 
they had, we would have found someone else. 
But not one treated us any differently." 

With the wedding (both legal and celebra- 
tion) behind them, Tracy and Kristy plan to 
have one more kid, finish updates on their 
house, and “go through this thing called Life 
together" Kristy says, “I work very hard 
running my general contracting company, 
GreenLight, and Tracy works hard raising 
our son. I just wish we had more time with 
each other. We do make sure we have a date 
night once a week which I think all couples 
should. We go on vacation once a year to let 
loose and spend quality time with each other. 
Later in life we plan to retire someplace warm 
together like Puerto Rico, we love it there." B 


Legal Wedding: May 23, 2015 
Photographer: Bridget Knight Photography 
Wedding Celebration: June 11, 2016 
Photographer: Kasey and Ben Photography 
Ceremony: The Meyer Theater, Green Bay 
Reception: Titletown Brewery, Green Bay 
Florist: Alycia Seymour from Arts & Flowers 
Design Studio 

Rings: Primitive Precision Metalcraft and 
Gloria's Jewelers 

Tracy's Gown: Jenny Packham 

Attendant Dresses: David's Bridal 

Kristy's Suit: Calvin Klein 

Attendant Suits: Mens Warehouse 

Officiant: Cade Finn 

Vegan Cake: Danielle Hille at 

Kavarna Coffeehouse 
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tactile and harmonious 


* АС Lounge, featuring the AC Hotels' Signature 
Gintonic and tapas styled snacks, small plates, 
and desserts 


* AC Kitchen, serving a fresh European-influenced 
breakfast 


401 HENNEPIN AVE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 

(612) 338-0700 
WWW.MARRIOTT.COM/MSPAR 
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i ingertips? “OUR STAFF IS EXCITED TO MEET YOU, 
кайы дыша el pupa HEAR YOUR STORY AND FIND YOU 


APPsolutely! SOMETHING YOU WILL LOVE" 
m 
6 —— 


Available on the 
О App Store 


Osseo Powersports-Your full line Honda 
powersports & equipment dealer. 


www.osseopowersports.com | (763) 315-0200 116 | County Rd 81, Osseo, MN 


SSEO 


Pİ WERSPORTS 


When it feels as if you have waited an eternity 
When you are ready to seize the moment 
When an hour on the iconic steps is all you need 


Historic Minneapolis City Hall & Hennepin County Courthouse 
Hourly rentals available for ceremonies and photo sessions starting at $100/hr 


ЧУ i 
For Viewings call (612) 596-9512 or learn more at WWW.MUNICIPALBUILDINGCOMMISSION.ORG/EVENTS 
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SÈ ú WORLD 


vu 672-0556 


2412ND AVE N | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 


612-333-0599 


251 3RD AVE $ | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55415 


612-345-4676 
314 FIRST AVE N | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 
651-464-7529 


TI9 LAKE ST | FOREST LAKE, MN 55025 


507-252-1997 


220 FIRST AVE SW | ROCHESTER, MN 55902 


Follow us on 


Twitter! 


Lavender Magazine “lavmag 
Our canine companions it yeso а too, so why bother 
leaving them behind? ow.ly/Ps1jo (by @ShLueck) 


Lavender Magazine ©\avmag 
Fol low us More and more people are traveli ling with pets, and @commonshotel i: 


©biggaynews ahead of the curve on this one. ow.ly/Ps0Xj (by @ShLueck) 


Lavender Magazine “isvmag = ; 
a It's time to ga the patio! не са с of these new outdoor hot © { ~ е 
spots? ow.ly/Ps0Ge (by lle) 


SPRING SALES EVENT 


NOW THROUGH APRIL 30TH 


2017 Volvo S90 T6 Momentum AWD 


LEASE SPECIAL 


36 months/10,000 miles per year 


5699... 


With Only $699 Due at Delivery 


Includes: 1st Payment, sales tax, title & fees / Leather-Sunroof-Navigation-Heated Seats / $57,205 MSRP / #11998 / OAC / Ends 4/30/2017 


Borton Volvo « BortonVolvo.com 
612-821-2700 / 394 & Louisiana in Golden Valley 
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v. 


SPINNING IOO „ДА | -BEAT ; 
T FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH 


408 Hennepin Ave S - МРЕЅ; МА 55401 - GAY90S.COM 


JUKEBOX ° VIDEO GAMES ° 756 POOL TABLES ° PINBALL 
DARTS ° PULL TABS ° ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM ° SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 
Singles Pool A — 
TOURNAMENT — = 


Sunday, April 16 - 4 PM 


+: 1 | 


ER. E NES | 
NEVER A COVER CHARGE (з) — 


LAVENDER PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1952 
19 W. 15TH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS ° (612) 871-5553 ° FACEBOOK.COM/THET9BAR 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Мар” 
When you can't find it, FOC it! 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 47 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


— 


(МАСЕЛ/ 2252 ) 


FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. $, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


ба) sreengarage 


LOCATED RIGHT IN WHITTIER! 
SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS. 


2222 


LaMettry's ` 


Collision, Glass and More! 


1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


DERMATOLOGY 


uplowncski 
най еду PS 


Education 
° 
Experience 
• 


Excellence 
... With a smile. 
T mp Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Jaime Davis, MD Beautiful Thing! 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


GUN SHOPS 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ + 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN + 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 
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THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Serving you for 100 years! EESNCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


(2 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002РМ & 3272MB 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 

Office: 612-706-8210 


Sİ 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING + PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Youn Complete Professional Homme Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


construction inc. 
M 


"s that easy 


WESPECIALIZE IN ` 


Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 
Windows Home Energy Efficiency 
C CALL US 
612-388-5МАР (7627) 


An exceptional community 


deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


Deb Streeter 
Insurance Agency 


952-853-9077 


More Options. More Discounts. 


fg FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


EAGLE SAGE 
ADVISORS 


Terri Whitesong 
507.645.5010 


AUTO * HOME ° LIFE • BUSINESS * FARM 


When you need more than an Insurance Quote 


EagleSageAdvisors.com 


ew» StateFarm: 


Davina Baldwin 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


JEWELERS 


emann 


Custom Jeweler 
612.470.7776 | shimmeringcarbon@gmail.com 


Custom. Redesign. Repair f 
Contact me for a free custom consultation ~] 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


| Julie Childs 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 


Individual and Couples Therapy 
Collaborative, Non-Judgemental, Caring Approach 
Experienced (25 years in the field) 

Free Phone Consultation 


(651) 783-5656 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 * Roseville, MN 55113 
jehildstherapy@gmail.com 


== =nFnFFF”— s | 
REAL ESTATE 


atos or SOUL mates, 


од ll ined газ 


KELLERWILLIAMS 
PREFERRED REALTY 


Planning a Spring 
wedding? 
Let me help you find 
the perfect home for 
your new family. 


Always FREE to listen 
and reply to ads! 


REALTOR ° 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 an 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Ray Mohr 


Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 
(612) 724-9895, www.fireroastcafe.com. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Please help. Please forgive me. Level 
three sex offender desperately needs 
employment. Mortgage, aircraft, 
refrigeration, forklift, windows, janitorial, 
anything. D.B., Р.О. Box 3765, Minneapolis, 
MN 55403. (612) 701-0314. 


OFFICIANTS 


Tony Del Percio, Officiant/Celebrant. 
Creating personal & meaningful weddings, 
funerals, and other life celebrations. 
Spiritual or secular for all throughout the 
Twin Cities. Call Tony: (612) 385-3173 for 
more information. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


In therapy we progress by asking for help 
and building trust. Please call James 
Chadwick, MSW, LGSW at (763) 780-3307 
x.108 or email jchadwick(alighthousepsych. 
org for more information on individual 
sessions and psychoeducation lecture 
opportunities. 


RENTALS-RESIDENTIAL 


Lakeside Garden Apartments, Cushing, 
MN - Enjoy nature, peace & quiet. Four 
newly constructed units available soon. 1 
BR, lower units $1,200, Upper units $1,700/ 
month. Own Patio. Kitchens: Granite, 
Stainless Steel. No smoking. bcmankald 
gmail.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


Is day to day tension & stress making you 
a pain to be around? Let's work together 
to relieve your stress & achieve relaxation 
through massage. Reverent Massage by 
Tony. (612) 326-0518 for rates & availability. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


Minneapolis: 


(612) 294-9479 


www.megamates.com 18+ 
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LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 49 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
rofit organizations. To reserve your 
isting in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION 


MN ADOPT 
Finding families for Minnesota's Waiting 
Children, providing pre/post adoption 


services to all Minnesota adoptive families. 


777 Raymond Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
(612) 861-7115 
www.mnadopt.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health and 
wellness of LGBTQ communities through 
research, education and advocacy. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food 
Shelf and Supportive Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


MN AIDS Project - AIDS Line 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including testing, 
care services, education around PrEP. 
2700 Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-AIDS, Statewide: (800) 
248-AIDS 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
http://www.mnaidsproject.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 
Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

651-222-7027 

Wwww.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & Court House 
Step back in time and enjoy a historically 
таты wedding at the Minneapolis City 
H 


all. 
350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
кшш ———————————————————————————————————-— 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2048 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. 
Confidential tests and treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave S., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 543-5555 

Reddoorclinic.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. Check out our 
online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.glibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located on 
the Green Line. Contemporary and early 
American modernism art. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 

www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


Radio K 770 

Radio К is the student-run radio station of 
the University of Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. 5. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 822-7063 
JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 


(912) 371-5656 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of Minnesota 
An epicenter of discovery an 
transformation celebrating innovation in 
the arts, performance, and academics. 
84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 655-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Qraway Center for the Performing 
rts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

The Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
620 М. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Theatre for your heart, mind and soul on 
two stages, next to dining and jazz. 
Historic Hamm Building 

20 W. 7th Pl. / 408 St. Peter St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

612) 339.SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area 
of public policy, anti-violence, education, 
training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
board members. Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community committed 
to being All God's Children FOR all God's 
children! 

3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. bih St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing congregation committed 
to inclusion, justice, peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54 St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Unitarian Society of 
Minneapolis 

A tradition of forward-thinking humanism at 
home in the here and now. 

900 Mt. Curve 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 377-6608 

www firstunitarian.org 


First Christian Church 

Come explore, be curious, and ask 
questions... a place where ALL are truly 
welcome. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fccminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark’s 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith community 
welcomin dit people, Sunday Worship 
10am. Child Care, Sunday School. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 

United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 

that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 

www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 600 GLBT & GLBT-friendly softball 
players as we celebrate 39 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The "Great Minnesota GetTogether" 
provides a world-class showcase that is 
innovative, entertaining and fun 

1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Раш, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 

www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
Wisconsin 

Explore Wisconsin's north coast via 
beautiful Bayfield and Madeline Island, 
largest of the Apostle Islands. 

715) 779-3335, 

715) 747-2801 

www.bayfield.org, 
www.madelineisland.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Zoo 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features doily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

2183654695 

www.wolf.org 


CURE 


isn't just a four letter 
word anymore. 


Researchers at the U of M are focusing on studies to help discover 
new ways to eliminate HIV from the body. Results from these 
studies may guide science down new paths to hopefully cure HIV 
one day — but the only way to get there is by your participation. 


You are compensated fairly for your time. 


All gender identities, sexual orientations, races, and adults over 18 
are welcome. 


Multiple studies are enrolling right now. 
Call 612-626-8680 or email ЛА. 
tpresley@umn.edu to see which UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
one is right for you. Driven to Discover: 


Make your wedding day dreams come true at Treasure Island Resort & Casino. You'll enjoy personalized 
planning services tailored to your budget, incredible food, picture-perfect views of the Mississippi River 
bluffs and overnight accommodations for you and your guests at our luxury resort and spa. Call us today to 
start planning the wedding of your dreams. 


Tlcasino.com | 1-800-222-7077 


